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French Forn


French Horn


Characters and direction notes:

TRUTH should always be standing near the person whose truth they are speaking.

BRIAN, CELIA, DAVE and ELAINE all come from the same northern city and have
known each other since primary school.

DAVE and ELAINE HOBBS have been a couple since they were ten years old and
are still as much in love as they have always been. They have been married for thirty
years and have two children, IAN (23) and JACKIE (17). DAVE is a plumber and
ELAINE has an online shop.

BRIAN and CELIA BLACKWELL got together as older teenagers and have a
daughter, AVA (21). BRIAN is a business man and CELIA is a housewife. Think Jerry
and Margo from The Good Life.

AVA's friends are FRAN, GEORGIA and HOLLY. They are all in their early 20s.

FRAN: Ava's best friend since they were toddlers. Started dating MARTIN a year or
so ago, but has recently come to realise that she's actually in love with IAN.

GEORGIA: Is all about show and appearance and being centre of attention. She's a
party girl who enjoys a drink and casual sex.

HOLLY: Is all about love and romance and magic. She is dating LOUISE and the two
of them are ridiculously cute and tactile with each other.

AVA's boyfriend is IAN. Childhood friends, they started dating when they were
sixteen, mainly because they were pushed into it by their parents. AVA has recently
come to realise that she's actually in love with his best friend, MARTIN.

IAN: Has known AVA all his life and has been dating her since they were sixteen. He
has recently come to realise that he's fallen in love with her best friend, FRAN.

IAN's friends are MARTIN and QADIM.

MARTIN: lan's best friend from school. He started dating FRAN a year or so ago,
but has recently come to realise he's in love with AVA.

QADIM: His parents are long time friends of the Hobbs and the Blackwells and he
has grown up with Ava and lan. He's a lapsed Muslim who goes clubbing at
weekends. He is also a member of the tennis club.

NORA: CELIA's sister, Ava's aunt. Run ragged by looking after OLIVE, so always
looking a bit dishevelled and stressed.

OLIVE: CELIA and NORA's mother. Old and frail and housebound and reliant on
help.

PATRICIA and RITA: BRIAN's sisters, AVA's aunts. Bitter and cynical since they fell
out over their mother's inheritance.



KATHERINE: Power dressing business woman who knows the Blackwell family
through previous business dealings with BRIAN.

LOUISE: Katherine's PA. It's her first job and she wants to impress. Naive and eager
to please. Dating Holly.

SABRINA: A committee member at the local tennis club where BRIAN and CELIA
play. Very sporty.

TRUDE: The Blackwell's Polish housekeeper, although her duties extend to pretty
much anything they ask her to do. They pay her well and treat her with respect so
she doesn't mind. She sees everything, but keeps her opinions to herself.
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Instrumentation:

5 flutes (flutes | and 2 doubling piccolo)
oboe
clarinet in Bb
bassoon
saxophone quartet (SATB)
tenor horn in Eb
baritone horn
2 trumpets in Bb
2 trombones
tuba
piano
harp
e-guitar
bass-guitar
3 percussion:
3 timpani
whip
bass drum
pair of cymbals
suspended cymbal
glockenspiel
snare drum
triangle
tambourine
wood block
sleigh bells
tubular bells
tam-tam
4 tom-toms
5 temple blocks
low pitched gong
hi-hat
castanets
3 violins
viola
cello

double bass
(Strings should be amplified. The sound should come from within the ensemble.)



Note:

The music in this opera refers to a different, mostly English, source, style or genre in
every scene:

Scene I:
All music is based on material from Ethel Smyth’s Double Concerto for Horn and
Violin.

Scene 2:
Purcell

Scene 3:
“Contemporary Music”

Scene 4:
Morris Dances and Holst’s arrangements of them

Scene 5:
Slow (‘English’) Waltz

Scene 6:
1980s New Wave

Scene 7:
Renaissance: Tallis and Gibbons

Scene 8:
Andrew Lloyd Webber

Scene 9:
Byker Hill (traditional folk tune)

Scene 10:
Viennese Waltz

While the orchestra adapts to all styles, the singers shouldn’t. So, for example, scene
8 shouldn’t suddenly be sung in a Musical Theatre style.
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BEDECKED FOR A 21st BIRTHDAY PARTY.
BUT TO MOVING IN AND OUT OF THE FOCUS OF THE ACTION.

ALL CHARACTERS ARE ON THE STAGE THROUGHOUT,
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Scene 1

MIDDLE CLASS HOME,

COMFORTABLE,

A HOT SUMMER DAY.

i
i

i
i

'ENTER' REFER NOT TO LEAVING THE STAGE,

JACKIE SHOULD BE WEARING TENNIS CLOTHES AND CONSTANTLY SWINGING HER ARMS TO PRACTICE HER SERVE,
'EXIT' AND

OR BOUNCING UP AND DOWN AS IF TO RECEIVE.IN THIS SCENE,

BRIAN AND CELIA'S HOUSE - A LARGE,

AS THEY ARE ALL AT THE PARTY.
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EVERYONE RATSES THEIR GLASSES AND TAKES A DRINK
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FRAN IS STANDING WITH MARTIN,
THEY ARE CLEARLY A COUPLE.
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MARTIN CLAPS TAN ON THE BACK.
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IAN STOPS TALKING TO FRAN AND BUMPS INTO AVA.

MARTIN BRINGS DRINKS BACK FROM THE BAR
ENTER AVA AND IAN.
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FRAN LEAVES THEM TO IT AND GOES TO TALK TO IAN.
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692 EXIT DAVE.
Flaine (LM) |es——+ ! Bt ge b b i i |
D] P ey s +# # 'n by ¥ e
drink, love. I need to have a gir - ly chat withCe - li - a
7 T T T T T — K—h = t T |
Dave (1) | 1 1 1 1 s et o 1
o r—v 7
I'm not get-ting in the midd-le of that then.
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Elaine (LM) |Hey — = e P — o — o — 2 I ]
[ |4 I
I have to talk to  you I don't know what to do.
A S A free ‘
. 7 — K s t |
Celia (LM) | s i = Co 2e it |
D I 14 14
What on earth's the mat - ter?
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests for breathing. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
n ~ ) )
—
Pice. 1 e Hi|
)
P
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests for breathing. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
) ) ———
. — n !
Picc. 2 e fe—=—be ]
[
V4
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests for breathing. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
g =) ———_lal)
— n T
Fl.3 e be—a—] fe—=—e ]
[
V4
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests for breathing. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
) (D) ———__NW
T
Fl4 = = ==t ——}
P — i
[
P
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests for breathing. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
) (D) _ ")
T
FLS e 4 : =
P — i
©
P
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
o) —=———Nal
— D T
Hp. § o dbe—z fe—=—e o]
)
P
Keep repeating, as fast as possible, not coordinated with others,
occasional short rests. Move to next set of pitches when cued.
(") ———— KW
— T
Pno. § e | :
P
Sleigh Bells
+=90-100, keep repeating for the whole passage until 'stop'
Sleigh Bells [HH HJ s — —! 1
P
Hold until cued to move to the next note.
o) m
:
Ve. |EE
R=d 4
Hold until cued to move to the next note.
m m
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BRIAN SHAKES IAN'S HAND.
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